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PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. XVIL. 
Thirteenth letter from Senex to his daughter. 


My Dear Davcurer—lIf the soul is of as much value as ap- 

ars from my two last letters, to lose it must, evidently, be an 
irreparable loss. ‘ What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul ?” 

The loss of the soul does not consist in losing its existence. 
That, though a great loss, would, comparatively, be .of little 
moment. ‘The loss of the soul, as is fully evident from the word 
of God, implies the loss of all things now enjoyed, and, even- 
tually, failing to enjoy God, and the society of all holy. beings 
forever. But, more than all this, it implies excruciating, inter- 
minable misery! It is more, therefore, to lose the soal than to 
lose all the world beside, or even ten thousand such worlds ! 

The loss of the soul is an irreparable loss. 

Some losses, which we esteem as great, are often reparable. 
A man who loses his pfoperty, sometimes, by diligence in-busi- 
néss, strict economy, and the smiles of providence, acquires more. 
Likewise, a man who loses his health, by proper attention to 
medicine, diet, fresh air, and exercise, may. recover his strength 
and vigour. So, also, a man who loses his good name, (though 
this is more rare,) in a course of years, by very. circumspect 
conduct, may recover it, and be viewed and treated by the 
whole circle of his friends and acquaintance, as possessing a fair 
character. But he who loses his soul can. never recover it! His 
case is absolutely hopeless! There is no ransom! “ Thou shalt 
by no means come out thence till thou hast paid the utmost 
farthing.” . 

Though the. loss of the soul is in¢alculably great, and abso- 
lutely irreparable, it is one. which all are, by. nature, in the ut- 
inost danger of sustaining. They are in danger from. their own 
native depravity, it being deep and fixed.. . ‘The carnal mind is 


©. Heraup, No. 256. 61 * 












































A eg ot EE OS ee 






een ES 


Lo eT 









482 Practieal Education —No. XVII. [Ave. 


at enmity against God ; for it is not subject to his law, neither in- 
deed can be.” They are, likewise, in danger from the subtlety 
and power of their adversary, the devil, who, as a roaring lion, 
‘‘ walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” He walketh 
about in the broad way and in the narrow street, in every lane 
and every alley, however crooked or filthy, in every city, town, 
and village. 

Travellers who pass through a country where lions roam in 
search of prey doit at great hazard.. They are continually lia- 
ble to be seized and devoured. 

All persons are naturally in danger of losing their souls, 
through the instrumentality of Satan, not only as a roaring lion, 
walking about seeking whom he may devour, but as he is, “ trans- 
formed into an angel of light.” Those whom he cannot persuade 
to live without any religion, no doubt he attempts to persuade 
to embrace that which is false. He counterfeits religion with 
great skill. Appearing as ‘an angel of light,” he is not readily 
suspected of any evil design, and thus often leads unwary souls 
far out of the way before they are sensible of the snare. They 
call evil good, and good evil; put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness ; bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter. “They are 
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight.” Under 
such influence they are in the utmost danger of mistaking con- 
viction for conversion, legal repentance for evangelical, any com- 
fortable feelings for joy in the Holy Ghost, self-love for benevo- 
lent affections, the a of godliness for the power of it, and of 
reckoning the number and the length of their religious meetings, as: 
evidences of their piety. 

There is danger, also, of losing the soul, through the influence 
of those whom Satan employs as his agents. Sinners, whenever 
restraint is taken off, have great influence over one another. 
Evil communications corrupt good manners.” One sinner de- 
stroyeth much good. “A naughty person, a wicked man, walk- 
eth with a froward mouth. He winketh with his eyes, he speak- 
eth with his feet, he deviseth mischief continually, he soweth dis- 
cord.” One abandoned person may spread a baneful influence 
through a family, village, town, or country, that may descend to 
many generations. 

Those persons are especially in danger that in their childhood 
and youth fall under the influence of low, scoffing infidels, who, 
with a contemptuous sneer, represent the scriptures as cunningly 
devised fables, the followers of Jesus of Nazareth as weak and 
superstitious, rather to be pitied than loved and imitated; and 
who represent ministers of the gospel as a set of designing, mer- 
cenary men, that say frightful things in a solemn way, merely 
because it is the best calculated to secure their own living. Not 
only children and youth, but many persons of more mature age. 
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are in danger from the foregoing and similar declarations, flung 
out by infidel characters, sometimes in a very bold manner, but 
oftener with a degree of caution, though with looks, and in a 
tone of voice which discover their implacable hatred of religion. 
Some appear more afraid of the envenomed tongue of such 
scoffing infidels than they would be of the persecuting sword, 
the fatal ax, or fire and fagots, the usual instruments of death in 
the early ages of the church. One writer observes: “ The fear 
of men was my great snare. Like Agrippa, I was almost ‘per- 
suaded to reform, but the dread of ridicule was like a triple chain 
about me.” 

There is danger, my daughter, of losing the soul, not only from 
the example of wicked men, in general, and of scofling infidels, 
in particular, but sometimes from the examples set even by good 
men themselves. This, at first thought, may appear strange, but 
a moment’s reflection will make it plain. It is because they do 
not, uniformly, adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour, by 
maintaining consistency of conduct. Some, like David and Pe- 
ter, fall into gross sins; while others are often wandering from 
the path of duty, thus bringing reproach upon the cause of 
Christ, and encouraging sinners to persevere in the downward 
road to eternal death. 

It cannot be improper here to add a still greater danger from 
those professors of religion who have not the grace of God in 
their hearts ; who have a lamp, but no owl ; who have a name to 
live, but are dead; ‘trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice 
dead, plucked up by the roots.” It is impossible for such even to 
feel the glow of true piety ; it may, therefore, be expected, that 
at best their influence will be of a deadening and corrupting cha- 
racter, and that seeking the glory of the creature more than the 
creator, they will lead many with them in the path to ruin. Con- 
cerning such, Paul said, “ For many walk, of whom I have told 
you, and now tell you, even weeping, that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ.” 

I am pained to add farther, that there is danger of many losing 
their souls, from the example of those ministers who cannot, 
with truth, say, “‘ we have renounced the hidden things of dis- 
honesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth, commending our- 
selves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God; but, who 
seek to please men, whose sermons are usually smooth, and 


often short; and, concerning whom it may not unfrequently be 
said, they 





- pronounce a text, 

“Cry, hem ; and reading what they never wrote, 
‘‘ Just fifteen minutes huddled up their work, 

* And with a well-bred whisper close the scene.” 


Such ministers, apparently, forget Paul’s words to the Galatians, 
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‘For do I now persuade men or God? or do I seek to please 
men? for if I yet please men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ.” 

Some ministers appear to be mere time-servers ; to love the 
fleece, but not the sheep. They appear unwilling either to make 
any effort, or run any hazard for Christ. To use the forcible 
language of the prophet, “ They are dumb dogs, that cannot 
bark; they are greedy dogs, which can never have enough,” 
Indeed they appear more like the ministers of Plato or Socrates, 
than of Jesus Christ. There is danger, also, of losing the soul, 
from the little zeal manifested by some ministers of the gospel, 
who appear to be really pious men. A worthy minister, (though 
far from being a Boanerges,) who is now in eternity, once told 
me he had a parishioner who believed iu the salvation of all men; 
and that, at a certain time, when conversing with him upon the 
subject, he was met by the remark, “ Sir, you do not yourself 
believe that impenitent sinners will be interminably punished ?” 
To whom he gravely replied, ‘‘I do believe it.” The parish- 
joner, with a little warmth, said, ‘“ Rev. sir, you do not believe 
it.” The minister with his wonted seriousness, affirmed again, 
“I do believe it!” and inquired, ‘What makes you think 
I don’t believe?” The parishioner immediately rejoined, “ Be- 
cause you do not preach as though you believe wt.” 3 

Ministers, no doubt, are often very reprehensible for declaring 
things which are as solemn as the grave, and as interesting as 
eternity, in a cold and uninteresting manner. They frequently 
show far less wisdom than gentlemen of the bar discover in 
cases of infinitely less importance. If they have a client, whose 
interest is at stake to any considerable amount, they discover 
great earnestness, and urge every probable argument to save it. 
Is his reputation at stake, as well as his money? they discover 
still greater zeal and strength. If his life is at stake, all their 
energies are called forth to save it. What, I now ask, is pro- 
perty, reputation, or even life itself, worth, in comparison with 
the soul ? 

If any employment ever ought to warm a man’s heart, loose 
his tongue, and call forth all the powers of his mind, it is that of 
pointing out to his fellow-creatures their sin and danger, and the 
way of escape from eternal death, through Jesus Christ. 

Before closing this letter, my dear daughter, I feel constrained 
to say, that one of the greatest dangers of losing the soul grows 
out of the gross neglect of multitudes of parents, who do not 
religiously educate and govern their children, ‘The measures 
they pursue, in the management of their families, are directly 

calculated to increase their natural distaste for every thing truly 
religious, and to lead them to seek, as the chief good, mere per- 
sonal gratification. Many parents do this, both by their precepts 
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andexamples. ‘They do it likewise, by intrusting their children, 
as soon as they are old enough to attend school, to the care of 
teachers who are vain and selfish ; and who, if not openly vicious, 
are apparently void of correct moral sentiments. Teachers of 
this description are frequently found at the tippling-shop and the 
gaming table. They do, indeed, sometimes, carry their pupils 
onward in their studies, with a good degree of zeal ; but they seek 
not to deliver them from the captivity of Satan, and to present 
them, in their early youth, to the i iene of sinners. - Inclined, as 
they oftéi are, to infidelity, and neglectors of the Sabbath, itis ab- 
surd to suppose that they will be concerned for the souls of those 
comiitted to their care, and instil into their minds the principles 
of the gospel. They may, where the law requires it, teach them 
to read the Bible, and to repeat the catechisin ; but they will not, 
ordinarily, excite much interest in either; and sometimes, by 
the manner in which they attend to these duties, they fix in 
the minds of their pupils lasting prejudices against/both. Thus 
they lay the foundation for infidel sentiments, and gross im- 
moralities in more mature age. The soul is likewise endanger- 
ed, when children are committed to the care of teachers 
who, in the common acceptation of the term, are strictly mo- 
ral, but who are destitute of the “ one thing needful.” They 
sometimes, it is true, do much towards refining the manners, 
and promoting the intellectual improvement of their scholars, 
and instil in their minds excellent sentiments, but being ignorant 
of the value of their own souls, it cannot be expected that they 
will Jabour with zeal and perseverance to save the souls of 
others. 

It may be added, that parents who place their children from 
under their eye, to learn trades, to serve as clerks, or to pre- 
pare for any of the learned professions, without looking to 
the religious character of those to whom they commit them, 
are guilty of great sin, and in danger of bringing everlasting 
ruin on the souls of their offspring. The road to death is 
broad, While you are careful, my daughter, to avoid it your- 
self, watch for your children, lest they should be allured b 
the multitude who throng this road, and finally be mari. 

It is very evident, from the preceding observations, that 
mankind are in danger, on every side, of loosing their souls, 
and going down to eternal death; and that children and youth 
are particularly exposed, from the neglect and bad examples 
of those who are. entrusted with the care of their education. 

It is. truly surprising, when we consider men as rational crea- 
tures, that so few appear to have any realizing sense of their 
sin and danger. It can only be accounted for from the blind- 
ing nature of sin!” “If the light in you be darkness, how 
gteat is that darkness.” Mankind are so blinded by depra- 
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vity, they hardly seem to realize that they have souls; and 
when they are sensible of it, in any measure, they do not re. 
alize their infinite worth, and the need they stand in of divine 
cleansings. ‘Their attention is excited to their persons, and 
other external objects. The world, in some sense or shape, 
is their idol. One goes to his farm, and another to his mer- 
chandize ; and all are naturally led captive by Satan at his will. 
They are anxious to secure the riches, the honours, and the plea- 
sures of earth, and forget that there is any other state of ex- 
istence. When urged by any of the servants of Christ, to “ seek 
first the kingdom of God,” they have no hearts to comply. 
Many a one is ready to say for himself, ‘ I pray thee have me 
excused.” 

Mankind often boast of their reason; but in relation to their 
eternal concerns, they conduct exceedingly as if they had none, 
and death would be to them an eternal sleep. 

What would you think, my daughter, were you to see a pri- 
soner taken from jail, under a military guard, to be conducted 
to the place of public execution, doald you hear him boast- 
ing of the powers of his mind, and see him concerned to re- 
gale his senses, and gain the applause of the gazing multitude, 
while he appeared totally thoughtless on the subject of death, 
and the speedy prospect of his being ushered into the presence 
of his final judge? Would you not think, however great his 
knowledge, and notwithstanding his boasting and anxiety for 
applause, that he must be a mad-man, and a fool? What, then, 
would you say of the world around you? They are under sen- 
tence of death! the time of their execution is continually draw- 
ing nearer! But their souls and eternity appear not to be thought 
of! Must you not say, in the language of inspiration, that “ the 
God of this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.” For the heart of this 
people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes bave they closed, lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
should be convicted.” ‘‘ How long, ye fools, will ye hate know- 
ledge!” ‘ When will ye be wise !” ; 

If you would say thus, my daughter, concerning all those 
who yield themselves up servants to sin—if your eyes have 
been opened to see its criminality and danger, and you have 
actually “ fled for refuge to the hope set before you in the 
Gospel,” bless God, take courage, and hold on your way re- 
joicing. They who endure to the end shall be saved. Look 
not back. Remember Lot’s wife. The city is before you. The 
Redeemer has taken possession, and is preparing a place for all 
who love him. Look up to Him, and trust in Him, Let no- 
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thing divert you from the grand object of your existence. 
Strive daily to be “ perfect, even as your father, which is in 
heaven, is perfect.” 

As you are looking forward to heaven, I hope we long to be 
there, to see as you are seen, and know as you are known, realize 
that there is room enough in that blessed place for your chil- 
dren, your servants, and all your neighbours and friends. Pray 
for them ; point them to the door of mercy, and strive to take 
them with you. Have salt in yourself, and spread the sweet 
savour of religion around you. Speak to all, not as a public 
teacher, but by your life and conversation; not by publishing 
your own excellencies, but by often speaking of the excellencies 
of your adorable Redeemer. Let your influence be like the fer- 
tilizing stream, that beautifies wherever it goes; and, by every 
means in your power, endeavour to multiply the trophies of the 
cross. When you see a broken-hearted sinner, young or old, in- 
quiring “ what shall [ do to be saved !” open the Bible, and read 
to him passages like the following :—“ Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and unto 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” ‘ Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” ‘ Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out.” Point him also to some of those 
passages which show in the most unequivocal manner, how 
Christians ought to live: “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.” ‘Render unto Cesar the things which are Ceesar’s, 
and unto God the things which are God’s.” ‘“ Owe no man 
any thing, but to love one another.” “Bear ye one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfil the love of Christ.” You may then, with 
equal propriety, show him what blessings will follow a life of 
new obedience. Read to him these animating words: “ The 
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make 
up my jewels; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own 
son that serveth him.” 

May you, my beloved daughter, have much personal comfort 
in the anticipation of what is here promised, and eventually expe- 
rience the blessings of it. 

You will accept these, and the foregoing letters, as the legacy 
of Your very affectionate 


Panenr. 
P, S. After you have read these letters, I wish you to forward 


them to your sister, who will consider herself as having an equal 
share in their contents. 
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Rules for a Young Female. fAve. 


For the Christian Herald. 


RULES FOR A YOUNG FEMALE. 


ist. Cultivate religion in your heart, by prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, seeking the society of the pious, and by a, regular 
attendance on the public worship and ordinances of the church 
of God. Beware of an intimacy with (more especially | beg 
you never consider as a friend) any one who treats our holy 
religion with ridicule or levity. A continued acquaintance even 
with such is justly deemed disgraceful to a female. 

2d. Never forget that golden precept, “ Do unto others as 
you would that others should do unto you.” You will at once 
perceive that under this head are to be classed the forbearance 
of criticism on mistakes in speaking, singularity of dress, ap- 
pearance, &c. Before you venture any remark upon others, 
always take time to reflect how you would like the same re- 
mark to be made upon yourself. , 

3d. When you conscientiously speak well of a person, take 
pleasure in doing it; but touch gently their foibles, or rather 
endeavour to forget that they have any. 

4th. Do not make your own inclinations the only rule of your 
conduct. Endeavour to conform to, and consult, as far as you. 
can, the wishes of those you believe to be your friends; especial- 
ly if neither your conscience nor judgment oppose them. Ob- 
stinacy is always hateful, but particularly so in a young person. 

5th. Never speak while under the influence of passion, for 
then you will either talk nonsense, or regret what you have said. 

6th. Never be angry with those who advise you contrary to 
your inclinations, or who tell you of your faults. Be grate- 
ful to them ; they will often prove your best friends. 

7th. Never mention, as a reflection upon others, unpleasant cir- 
cumstances that may have occurred in their family. ”Tis mean, 
’tis pitiful. 

Sth. Whatever request you may think proper to refuse, let it 
always be done with gentleness, and a due regard to the feelings 
of those who make it. 

9th. Cultivate a cheerful and contented disposition. When 
vou feel unhappy, compare your situation with those around you 
who do not enjoy equal comforts. You- will by this means 
learn how to be grateful. 

10th. Proper attention to dress ought not to be omitted, but 
avoid talking or thinking too much upon that subject. Re- 
member it is the appendage of sin. 

1ith. Remember that the object of speech is to communicate 
ideas intelligibly ; before, therefore, you begin to speak, be cer- 
tain you have some idea to convey, and take care that by two ra- 
pid a pronounciation it be not rendered unintelligible. Never be- 
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gin the relation of any circumstance unless you can finish it, as 
the contrary must denote want of reflection or of intellect. 

12th. Never be the first to laugh at what yourself have said, 
lest it should happen that you laugh alone. 

13th. Avoid contradiction, it is the bane of friendly inter- 
course; deliver your opinions freely, together with the reasons 
by which they are supported. If these fail to convince, let the 
subject on your part be dismissed. 

14th. Never treat your seniors with the familiarity used toward 
those who are equal to you in age, although they may permit it, 
they cannot but think that you are intruding. , 

15th. Never impart to any one what has confidently been com- 
mitted to your charge ; it is like disposing of another person’s 
property. 

16th. Let your demeanor toward servants be generally kind ; 
but equally avoid familiarity or arrogance. 


17th. Nightly forbear to close thine eyes to rest, 
Till thou hast questioned well thy conscious breast, 
What sacred duty thou hast left undone, 
What act committed that thou ought to shun. 
And as fair Truth or Error marks the deed, 
Let sweet applause or sharp reproach succeed, 
So shall thy steps, while this great rule is thine, 
Undevious tread in Virtue’s paths divine. 








SERPENT WORSHIP. 


That the instrument “ which brought death into the world, and 
all our wo,” should have been idolized, is a most striking instance 
of human infatuation. Yet learned men assure us, that this wor- 
ship has been almost universal in the eastern world. But Ameri- 
ca, it appears, has witnessed this vile worship in its most criminal 
and horrid character. The exhibition of Ancient Mezico, in Lon- 
don, has a colossal image of a serpent, with a human head in its 
mouth—its body sixty feet long, and eight in circumference, 
There is also a smaller serpent, probably one of their house-hold 
gods. But the most hideous of all, is the great image of the 
goddess of war, twelve feet high, carved out of a solid rock—its 
shape partly human, partly tyger, and rattle-snakes, with a neck- 
lace of human heads, hearts, and skulls. Before it, is the great 
sacrificial stone, the upper part of which has a groove to receive 
the blood of the human victim, whose heart, while yet alive, was 
torn out, and presented, reeking, to the idol, and then slowly burnt 
before it. 

_ Above thirty thousand human beings are said to have suffered 
in this manner at the coronation of the last Emperor. 

With such horrid barbarities, and infernal rites, the Mexicans 
must have filled up the measure of their iniquity, and we need 
C. Heraxp, No. 256. 62 
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not wonder, that a righteous God let loose upon them the cruel- 
ties of the Spaniards insatiable avarice. Thousands of human 
victims had weltered before their idols. He who is the Just, sent 
the avenger, the merciless Spaniard, in judgment for their 
crimes, wasted their millions with relentless havoc. 

Such a picture of the horrors of idol worship, and of war— 
things not yet extinct in our world, shows how high is the de- 
mand for Christian missions to the heathen. 

Extracts from a Sermon, preached in England, A. D. 1739—40, 
before the Society for Propagating the gospel in foreign parts. 


“It is a great reproach to Christianity to see men with so 
much eagerness, and through so many hazards, going to these 
countries in order to gain the wealth that perisheth, or send- 
ing their wealth thither in hopes of having more in return ; and 
rt in the least concerned to propagate virtue and religion 
there.’ 


Nearly a century has transpired, and how little is this reproach 
taken away! And how truly does the next extract describe the 
poor slave now, as well as then. 


“* Many of them (i. e. the poor slaves,) spend their whole days, 
one generation after another, undergoing, with reluctant minds, 
continual toil in this world, and comforted with no hopes of re- 
ward inabetter. For it is not to be expected that masters, too 
commonly negligent of Christianity themselves, will take much 
pains to teach it their slaves, whom even the better part of them 
are, in a great measure, habituated to consider as they do their 
cattle, merely with a view to the profit arising from them.” 


It is a fact at this day, that thousands of them are taught that 
they have no souls, and die as the brutes, and this to keep down 
their vindictive and sullen spirits, soured by their servitude, when 
there are thousands of facts like this in the next extract. Thetrial 
of the Missionary, Smith, persecuted and martyred by slave-hold- 
ers, last year, at Demerara, showed that the lives of his perse- 
cutors themselves, were saved by the religious instruction receiv- 
ed from the very man they most unjustly condemned to death. 


“The only rule which it prescribes (2. e. the gospel) for servants 
of the same religion with their masters is, not to despise them be- 
cause they are brethren, but to do them service the rather. Nor hath 
experience at all shown the behaviour of such to be different 
from what reason would lead us to expect. On the conira- 
ry, in a great rebellion of the negroes at New-York, only two of 
those who had received, and only one who had been baptized, was 
so much as suspected of being guilty, and he was afterwards ac- 
knowledged to be innocent; BUT THE DEEPEST IN THE CONSPI- 
Racy were the slaves of those who had opposed the most warmly all 
endeavours for their conversion.” 
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Review. 


Sermons on the Distinguishing Doctrines and Duties of Experimental Re- 


ligion, and especially designed for Revivals.—By Cuauncey Ler, D.D. 
Middletown, Conn. 1824. 


(Concluded from page 465. ) 


As a specimen of our author’s manner of applying his sub- 
jects, we select an appeal to Christians on the duty of imploring 
spiritual blessings not only for themselves, but for sinners 
around them. 


“ My dear Christian brethren, I beg of you in a special manner, toe 
feel your obligations and encouragements to the duty ; for to you is the 
command of God peculiarly addressed; and to you is the precious pro- 
mise directly made—* for all this, will I be inquired of by the house of 
Israel fo do it for them.” Who is the house of Israel? The visible church 
of God. Your responsibility, therefore, does not terminate in the duty 
of seeking and securing your own individual salvation ; but that of perish- 
ing sinners around you is suspended upon your prayers, by the very 
condition on which God has promised the blessings of his grace. He 
gives his spirit to awaken and convert sinners, only in answer to the 
pres of his covenant people. Unless Christians pray, sianers will not 

e converted and saved. With this awful responsibility resting upon 
you—brethren will you not pray, and earnestly pray, for the most ex- 
tensive and powerful effusion of God’s Holy Spirit—that he might 
“come down as rain upon the mown grass, and as showers to water 
the earth ?” 

“ Consider what encouragement you have to ask God for this bless- 
ing, “ in all manner of prayer and supplication.” You may come to your 
heavenly Father, and ask for his Spirit—the richest gift of heaven, with 
the greater confidence and assurance, than for any temporal mercies. 
Were you, in the anguish of a bleeding heart, to ask for the life of a 
dying child, or friend, you must qualify your petition with expressions 
of submission—you must say, if tt be consistent with my heavenly Father's 
will, But when seeking the blessings of his Spirit—when pleading for 
souls—no such expressions of submission are required: you may refuse 
to be denied. With the wrestling patriarch, you may say, “1 will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me.” God’s word has decided this point. 
His will is made known in this case :—it is not in the former. “ Ask 
and ye shall receive.” He will bestow the blessings of his Spirit upon 
all who ask him. See Matt. vii. 7—11. 

“Now, dear fellow-Christians, do you not need this blessing for your- 
selves, and the souls of many around you? Do you not discover in 
your own hearts, and in the lives of others, a sensible decay of vital 
religion? Are not multitudes around you fast ripening for destruc- 
tion? And alas! what coldness and barrenness are found among those 
Who profess to be the subjects of divine mercy, and are numbered 
among the covenant people of God! How feeble the pulse—how few 
the symptoms of remaining spiritual life! The world has so engrossed 

our hearts, that you have but little time for God. Does it indeed 
become more valuable the nearer you approach your departure from 
it?—or have you discovered a way in which you can serve God and 

ammon? Christians, are you living near to God? Do you walk by 
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faith, and have you the love of God shed abroad in your hearts? Is there 
a spirit of prayer in the Church? Are you waiting upon God for 
his blessing ? Have you an anxious concern for the salvation of pe- 
rishing sinners? Are you fervent with God for sinners; and in speak- 
ing to sinners for God? My dear brethren, suffer a tender expos- 
tulation upon this subject. Are you so cloyed with the goodness 
of God, that you neither need, nor ask any further mercies? Because 
God has done great things for us, in days past, and brought many precious 
souls unto his kingdom, are you therefore, satisfied, and prepared to sa 
to God—Enough—we want no more? Can you see, without bleeding 
hearts, your unconverted children, and the youth growing up in _hard- 
ened impeniteace ? When the blood of their souls shall be required of 
you in the day of judgment; and you shall be asked why you did not 
pray for them—why you did not warn and instruct them, and faithful- 
ly labour for their salvation ? What will you answer? Oh, how much 
do Christians diminish their future “weight of glory” in heaven, by 
present uofaithfulness! Shall we be content to hope for our own salvya- 
tion, and that of a number around us, while so many are yet out of the 
ark of safety? If so, we may resign our pretentions to Christianity, 
and place ourselves in the list of the impenitent—for we have not the 
spirit of our Master. 

“ My brethren, realize the importance of a shower of divine grace, 
Feeling it to be the greatest blessing which God can bestow; come to 
the throne of grace, and ask for it, with an importunity which refuses 
denial. You must have a revival of religion—the presence of Christ— 
or ruin is inevitable. This only can cause you to grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of God our Saviour—to walk in love, and abound in 
the fruits of righteousness. By this alone can the Church of Christ 
be enlarged. What considerations will raise your fervent prayers— 
if these will not? If your desires for this blessing were in propor- 
tion to its value, you would cry to God for it incessantly. Let. the 
state of sinners around you, awfully stupid, and inattentive to eternal 
things, deeply affect, 2nd arouse your souls. You have abundant en- 
couragement to pray. The desires of the righteous shall be granted— 
and God hath not said to the house of Jacob, seek ye me in vain.— 
And it shall come to pass, that, before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” He is more ready to give 
his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than we are to give good gifts 
to our children? Then come to God, relying upon his truth and faith- 
fulness—believing that he is a rewarder of them that seek him; and' 
earnestly beseech that he would again visit you with the influence of 
his grace, like showers on the mown grass—that religion might re- 
vive and flourish—Christ’s kingdom be advanced—God glorified, and 
sinners saved. Amen.” ' 


And the following appeal to those who neglect the invitations 
of the gospel. 


“This subject reproves all who neglect the great salvation. Alas! 
how many such are to be found, even in this wonderful day of grace. 
How many who seldom bestow a thought upon the subject! Toiling 
in the. round of sensuality, they cast off fear, restraint, prayer, and never 
look to God for mercy. Busy in the pursuits of worldly objects, they 
cry peace and safety till sudden destruction comes upon them, and they 
cannot escape. They are too young to attend to religion—it is unbe- 
coming their age—it will interrupt their pleasures, snd excite the ridi- 


cule of their companions—or their families and multiplied concerns de- 
vour their time and attention. But how foolish and dangerous are these 
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pleas? Too young to love God, and be happy in Christ! Too crowd- 
ed with business and cares to think of salvation! 


“And to the mercies of a moment, leave 
“ The vast concerns of an eterna! scene!” 


“God is now calling on sinners to accept the great salvation, while 
they are as constantly neglecting it. And how can they escape? I must 
in faithfulness echo the voice of conscience. You are rushing to des- 
pair.. Seriously consider, The inquiry is heard among sinners in many 
places, What shall we do to be saved ? and many have experienced the 
gospel to be the power and the wisdom of God unto salvation. But, 
alas! the impenitent residue —their number—their stupidity ! What makes 
the difference ? Is religion needful to others, and not for you? 

“The great thing which demands attention, is salvation. Life and 
immortality are bronght to light in the gospel. A_ future state of re- 
wards and punishments is there revealed: That you are sinners, and 
exposed to the wrath of God, is equally evident. In the state of na- 
ture, and without an interest in Christ, how wretched your eternity! 
Salvation, my dying friends, I repeat it, is the most important concern. 
This is the pearl of great price, for the purchase of which all earthly 
treasures would be a cheap exchange. What though you be rich and 
honourable—what though you enjoyed the pleasures of sin in the fullest 
measure ; if at death your riches must be exchanged for poverty—your 
honours, for shame and everlasting contempt; and all your pleasures for 
“weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth ?” 

“ Before I close, I must put one question more. Answer it as con- 
science will approve, and God accompany with his blessing. What course 
of conduct do you now determine to pursue? Yuu see that all your sel- 
fish exertions will avail nothing. All the means you use will not save 
you—are no compliance with the gospel. Perbaps you are already taught 
by experience, that you have made no progress in religion—you are as 
far as ever from being reconciled to God; and you may continue to pur- 
sue this course, till you die impenitent, and perish. I repeat the ques- 
tion, then, what is your determination? Most, I fear, are intending to 
live a while longer in sin. We cannot awaken ourselves—God must awa- 
ken us; and we will quietly wait at the pool. You will live contentedly 
in the neglect of salvation, hoping that God will awaken you, though 
continuing to harden your hearts. Preposterous conduct! Can there be 
a greater infatuation ? Are you waiting for God to awaken you while 
sleeping in sin? You are not waiting for it. This is the farthest from 
your desire. No—you are waiting to fill the measure of your iniqui- 
ties. God will indeed awaken you; but who has assured you that it 
will be in a world of hope? But we do design to repent before we die 
—we do not intend to go to hell. Yet you are obstinately pursuing the 
road thither; and it is equally certain that you have no intention ever 
to repent. Look at your absurdity. You are now deliberately doing 
that for which you intend, at some time hereafter, to be very sorry. Ri- 
diculous thought! The sentiment is an outrage upon reason—a delu- 
sion of Satan, and it,is because you are blinded, and led captive by 
him at his will, that you dare indulge it. Be assured, however you 
may flatter yourselves, you are not designing to repent, but to be saved 
with an impenitent heart—in a way opposed to God, and which, could 
you succeed, would dethrone the Almighty. 

“ Will you then pursue this hope, or comply with the anepe You 
hope to be saved. None expect to be excluded from heaven. But would 


heaven be heaven to you, who have no, love for Christ—none for holi- 
ness—none for God? How then do, you hope to be happy in heaven? 
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With your present heart God cannot make you happy in either of the 


three worlds which he governs. Oh, then, how can you escape if you ne- 
glect so great salvation ?” 


The following extract exhibits, perhaps, a peculiar mode of 


preaching ; a peculiarity, however, which occurs but rarely in 
the volume before us. 


“ You, my friend, ask me how you may know your state to be safe? 
Ihope you will look elsewhere for light. I think, however, you will do 
well to re-examine your experience. Tell me then, honestly, what were 
your feelings, what your views of God and of yourself, immediately be- 
fore, and at the time of your supposed change of heart—what caused 
you to hope—and in what objects or truths you first found relief ? 

“ Convert.—I had been much distressed with my guilty and deplo- 
rable state, and for days and weeks—seeking relief, But finding none, 
I attended all the religious meetings—read, and prayed much in se- 
cret, and asked the prayers of Christian friends. I earnestly sought 
salvation, and daily expected, though in vain, the time of deliverance. One 
and another more lately awakened, were already rejoicing in hope. This 
increased my distress, and sunk me almost to despair. I greatly feared 
there was no mercy for me. In this state of mind, while thinking on my 
wretchedness, striving to look to God, and bring my heart to him—it seem- 
ed as though the heavens opened, and the Lord, looking upon me witha 
smile, said, Be of good cheer—thy sins are forgiven thee. I wept whenf 
heard such pleasant words from my Creator’s voice—nor can I— 

“ Minister.—Stop there, my friend. I wish to review before you pro- 
ceed farther, and make some remarks which you may profitably apply. 
The evidences of a saving change are numerous, and the first exercises of 
the renewed mind are greatly diversified in different subjects. But they all, 
like the rays of the sun, point to a common centre, and have a tes- 
timonial bearing upon the same great reality—a change of heart. Now 
these evidences, according to their nature and circumstances, are more or 
Jess clear and convincing. Some are such as to inspire strong confidence, 
and a lively joy—others afford but a faint and glimmering hope. Some 
are conclusive evidence —some hopeful—others doubtful—many altogether 
deceptive. Beware, then, in this important concern, on what evidence you 
rely. Seek the highest evidence the case will admit, and look for the dis- 
tinguishing marks of grace. These are not always such as will immediate- 
ly inspire the highest confidence.” 

“ You must then know, that without a change of heart, any impenitent 
sinner, were conscience awakened, would feel as happy as you were, if he 
thought God had told him, with a smile, his sins were forgiven. And 80 
long as he thought thus, he would be happy, and no longer—for this, and 
nothing else he enjoyed. Let him doubt that, and he neither loves nor en- 
joys God. Now inquire, is there any thing in your experience which es 
sentially distinguishes it from such a deception? Consider, whether in 
your seeing the heavens open—the Lord looking upon you with a smile, 
and pronouncing your sins forgiven ; was there any thing more thap what 
the adversary might easily have imposed on your imagination, especially 
at a time when your mind was so well prepared for such a pleasant allu- 
sion? Will you then hazard your eternal interest on the evidence of a 
phantasm ? Search the Bible for evidences of grace, and the sources of true 
comfort. That does not tell you God has forgiven you in particular—but 
only what characters he will hinive, and that he requires you to become of 


this character: to repent that you are more concerned for yourself than for 
all other beings—and that you do not love God more than yourself—his 
interest more than your own, The Bible tells you to accept the punishment 
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of your iniquities—to feel that you deserve his eternal wrath, and ought to 

justify him if he inflict it. You will find, farther, that you are to rely on no- 

thing but the atonement of Christ for pardon and acceptance, and after 

your most faithful obedience, the righteousness of Christ must be your only 
ope. 

The fifteenth Discourse, entitled the Mediation of Christ, the 
only Hope of Sinners, gives our author’s views of the funda- 
mental truth of the Gospel—the atonement. We advert to it 
not because the subject is profoundly discussed here, but be- 
cause it is assuming, from the great errors and controversies of 
this day, a peculiar importance. ‘The discourse states this grand 
doctrine, and its vital importance, fully and clearly—the fact 
of an atonement for sin is put on that high ground where it must 
ever be seen by him who understands the pure nature of holiness, 
and has felt how bitter an evil it is to sin against God. And this 
is all it was the author’s design todo. A deep research into the 
reasons—the why, and the how of this doctrine, our author was 
not required to make; but we feel called upon to enter briefly 
into these, in giving this review at a time when there is so much 
effort to arrest the spirit of revivals, or to rob the anxious sinner 
of the only sure foundation of hope, by wholly casting it out 
of the Christian system, or so exhibiting the work of Christ 
as to take away all occasion for alarm on account, of sin—or by 
giving views of the atonement which deprive it of all worth 
and importance, making sin a very little evil, or the doctrine 
a blot on Christianity, a reproach to God, or a basis of most 
fatal error. 

Rightly understood, the atonement cannot be considered a 
safety ark, that will land every soul, let it be ever so black with 
crime, on the “ blissful shore of blest eternity” —nor an antino- 
mian pillow of sloth, for a single one, however strongly he 
may believe his sins have been punished in Christ—nor a medium 
of pardon so limited as to prevent any one from indulging the 
good hope through grace—nor a mere seal of truth, without any 
expiation for sin—nor such an answer to the demands of jus- 
tice as to rob pardon of its mercy. 

The plain and simple view, easy to be comprehended, and 
the scriptural view of this main doctrine of the gospel, as it is 
the only one which makes the pardon of sin, for Christ’s sake, 
an act of perfect mercy—the offer of pardon to all who have 
sinned, perfectly sincere, real, and consistent—the granting of 
pardon to any, perfectly righteous in God—the destruction of 
all, were God even now to do it, perfectly just, notwithstand- 
ing the atonement—the admission and continuance of saints 
in heaven, pure grace and mercy from God, and the giving 
a Saviour, to save any that believe in him, the expression 
of the infinite love of God, is that view which makes the 

precise object of the sufferings of Christ, of the atonement, to 
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be to make wt right for God to forgive sin, in the true and 
literal sense of pardon. This view does not, in the correet 
use of the word, consider those sufferings punishment; for so 
far as there is punishment there is no mercy—nor the atone- 
ment a surety for a single pardon, so that there is any claim 
whatever on God, on account of it, to receive any smner to 
favour; for so far as there is claim, there is no grace. It 
makes the atonement as different from punishment, as light 
is from the sensation of seeing; or as little a surety of par- 
don to any, as the existence of light is a surety there shall be 
seeing. Without light there could not be seeing, but the light 
could be, though there were not an eye in the universe. With. 
out the atonement there could not bea pardon granted; but there 
could be the atonement, all that now is atonement, though there 
werenot a pardon granted or sinnerto be pardoned. True, it would 
be useless, and so would light without the eye. The light as much 
obligates God to create eyes, as the atonement obligates him to 
grant pardons. After there is light, whether there shall be eyesis 
determined by something else; and though there is the atone- 
ment, whether a pardon shall be granted, is as wisdom shall 
see best on other considerations. It is naturally impossible to 
see without light—it is morally impossible for God to pardon 
sin without the atonement. If it were not, the atonement 
would be useless, for surely God has every other power, but 
that he must do right, to forbear punishing the sinner, or t 

take him to heaven. . 

Only make it right for God to pardon, and his very good- 
ness will lead him to pardon, and with pardon, freely give 
all things else. Here is the whole necessity for an atonement, 
an expiation, a propitiation, or by what other name it is call- 
ed, of something to be done, before forgiveness 4 sin is preach- 
ed, remission of sin granted, and eternal life offered and be- 
stowed. 

Here, then, is the difficulty. How can it be right in God 
to show mercy? ‘To pardon absolutely, he cannot, and yet be 
righteous in all his ways. The atonement solves this difficul- 
ty. And does it, not by being a punishment for the sins of 
those who are saved and not punished themselves—for then 
there could be no mercy shown in pardoning them, as the sin 
that is panished for, cannot be pardoned ; but it does it by mani- 
festing that holiness in God, that aversion to sin, and the evil of 
sin, which God would manifest if he were to punish the sinner. 
The sight of a universe of sinners in the place of punishment, 
where there is weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, 
would not be such an expression of the evil of sin, and God's 
aversion to it, as the Jeast reproach laid on the infinite one, on 
account of it. Let these be manifested at the same time that 
God receives the sinner to favour, and God will be righteous, 
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though he pardons. It secures his character’ from reproach, 
though it takes away none of the ill-desert of the sinner, and it 
would still be his just desert, to be cast out for ever, and still be 
equally just in God to cast him out—for the work of love which 
God in Jesus Christ has performed to make it right for him to 
show mercy, surely cannot make it less right in God to take ven- 
geance—nor the sinner less deserving of vengeance, nor give the 
sinner any claim to pardon—and penitence, or faith, can make no 
difference as to the sinners desert of vengeance for the sins of 
which he has repented. The bestowment of pardon, therefore, in 
this way, is as pure mercy as if it were granted absolutely; andis 
righteous mercy, because at the same time, God manifests his 
holy hatred of the sin he pardons, which he could not in granting 
pardon absolutely without any atonement. 

Now as it is He who is infinite who has borne reproach, 
expressly, that in his humiliation and sufferings might be read 
for ever, by all moral beings, God’s holy and everlasting abhor- 
rence of sin, the eternal damnation of all sinners could not ex- 
hibit it more fully ; hence their punishment is not necessary now to 
show it—therefore the offer of pardon to all is consistent, and the 
actual pardon of all, should all cease from sinning, would be right 
in God. Andsince none can cease from sinning without repent- 
ing-hence the absolute necessity of repentance, in order to ob- 
tain pardon, although Christ has died; so that as repentance 
is a voluntary act, in itself Christ’s death does not secure 
the salvation of any soul, for all by impenitence might “ deny 
the Lord that bought them.” 

Our limits will not permit us to enlarge, or we would gladly 
spread out this reasonable view of. this subject—show in full 
the firm pillars of revelation, on which it rests, and the abun-~ 
dance of scripture from which it is derived—a view which 
no more conforms to scripture, than it- completely robs the 
Winchesterian universalist, and every other universalist, whe- 
ther he builds on the atonement, or any thing else, of his sup- 
port; for it secures no one, and so exhibits the righteousness 
of God, that none can, but in madness, expect God, in mere 
mercy, to overlook his sin; since to make it right for him to 
forgive the truly penitent, reproach must first be. laid on the 
infinite, and he would sooner bear ignominy in the flesh, than 
forbear to show his holy aversion to sin and its evil when he 
pardoned it. It robs the Unitarian of his strong argument, for it 
makes deliverance from everlasting punishment impossible with- 
out atonement, and divinity essential to its being of any avail— 
the antinomian of his pillow, for it makes the works meet 
for repentence. indispensable—the limited, or debt and cre- 
dit view of atonement, which is the basis,of antinomianism, 


of all support, for it shows how men “can deny the Lord 
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that bought them,” and “he perish for whom Christ died,” 
and does not invelve the absurdity that the same sins can be 
punished and pardoned too; but setting aside all legal and 
obligatory character from the work of Christ, which makes 
his death the execution of the law, and the deliverance (for 
in the limited atonement view there can be no pardon) of the 
sinner for whom he died, a consequent act by claim, and his 
admission into heaven, by title, on the ground of Christ’s obe- 
dience, which destroys all grace ;—and denying that a Sa- 
viour’s sufferings were endured to make God placable, to 
appease his wrath, and incline him to show mercy to sinners, 
it makes these sufferings an effect of God’s love, and infinite de- 
sire to show mercy, and puts the whole work of salvation on 
the high ground of grace, in every respect, unbounded bene- 
.volence and mercy, perfect as the perfect God. 

We should exhaust the patience of our readers by attempt 
ing to give an analysis of the volume under review. It con- 
tains forty-eight Sermons on a series of subjects which have 
no connexion, except that which binds together all the truths 
of the gospel. From the extracts, however, which we have 
given, our readers will be able to judge for themselves of the 
execution, and determine whether we were right in characteri- 
zing the style as neat and lucid, concise and energetic, level 
to the capacity of common readers; pungent in its appeals to 
the conscience, and fitted to promote the great object of its 
publication. 
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FOREIGN. 
From the London Evangelical Magazine. July. 


JEWS’ SOCIETY. 


On Friday, the 30th April, and on Saturday the Ist of May, 
sales of ladies’ werk, for the henefit of the society, were held at 
ia rooms, King street, St. James’s, and produced about 

On Thursday evening, May 6th, the annual sermon was ee 
ed at St. Paul’s, Covent-garden, by the Rev. Leigh Richmond, 
M. A. Rector of Turvey, from Isa. xliii. 21. 

On Friday, the 7th, at noon, the 16th annual meeting was 
held in Freemason’s Hall; the President, Sir T. Baring, 

M. P. in the chair, who briefly addressed the meeting ; after 
which the Rev. Basil Woodd directed the attention of the meet 
ing to the Jewish schools, containing 46 boys and 36 girls, chil- 
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dren of Jews, educated in the principles of Christianity. Mr. 
Woodd addressed himself to them also, and they sung two or 
three Hebrew hymns. The report was next read by the Rev. 
C.S. Hawtrey ; and the Treasurer, Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart. gave 
a statement of accounts, by which it appeared that the income 
of the Society had this year received an increase of 20001. 
The various motions were then moved, and seconded by the Rt. 
Hon. Lord Bexley and the Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry ; 
the Rt. Hon. Sir 6. H. Rose, M. P. and Rev. C. Simeon ; Lord 
Calthorpe, and Wm. Cunningham, Esq. ; Rev. Dr. Hamilton, and 
Sir M. Cholmeley, Bart. M. P. Lord Gambier, and the Rev. 
W. Marsh; Rev. Leigh Richmond, and Professor Farish. 

One of the resolutions stated, that “ under an impression of 
the peculiar interest which attaches to the Holy Land, as a scene 
of Missionary labour, and encouraged by the reception that 
Mr. Wolff, (a converted Jew,) has met with in two visits to Jeru- 
salem, this meeting warmly approves the determination of the 
comunittee to establish a permanent mission in Palestine,” &c. 








BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The 20th anniversary of this Society was held on Wednesday, 
May 5, at the Freemasons’ Hall, London. Among the person- 
ages assembled, were the Earl of Harrowby, Lord President of 
the Council; Admiral Count Ver Huel, peer of France; Bishop 
Chase, from America; the Earl of Roden; the Earl of Gosford ; 
the Bishop of Litchfield and Coventry ; Lord Calthorpe; Lord 
Barham ; Admiral Lord Gambier ; Lord Bexley ; the Hon. O. 
J. Shore; Rt. Hon. Sir G. H. Rose, M. P.; the Rt. Hon. C. 
Grant, M. P. Hon. F. G. Calthorpe ; Hon. B. Noel; Hon. and 
Rev. F. Noel; Hon. and Rey. H. D. Erskine ; Sir R.T. D. Acland, 
Bart. M.P. ; SirM.Cholmeley, Bart. M.P.; Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart. 
M.P.; Alderman Sir C.S. Hunter, Bart ; Sir T. N. Hill, &c. &&e. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Teinmouth, President of the Society, first 
addressed the meeting, and expressed his regret at the absence 
of the Duke of Gloucester, the Bishop of Durham, and Mr. Wil- 
berforce, who were prevented attending by indisposition. He 
also noticed, with great respect, the late excellent Charles Grant, 
Esq. the firm friend of this Institution. 

An abstract of the report was then read by the Rev. Andrew 
Brandram, one of the Secretaries. It stated that in the last year 
there had been issued from the depository 123,197 Bibles, aad 
167,298 Testaments, making, with the issues of former years, an 
aggregate of three millions, four hundred and forty-two thousand, 
three hundred and thirty-two copies of the Scriptures dispersed 
by the Society in the British dominions, since its formation. It 
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also stated, that about 800,000 copies had been circulated by the 
Society on the continent of Europe. And that 5 new auxilia- 
vies, 22 branches, 2 Ladies’ Branch Societies, 60 Ladies’ Associ- 
ations, and 35 Bible Associations had been formed within the 
year, The total net receipts of the Society during the year 
were 97,71S/, 17s. 6d. which included free contributions from 
Auxiliary Societies, 42,007]. 6s. 6d.; and receipts for Bibles 
and ‘Testaments, Reports, and Monthly Extracts, 42,386. 12s. 
10d. ; donations from individuals, 4,150/. 3s. The total net 
payments were, 89,493]. 17s. Sd. It appeared that the So- 
viety were under engagements at home and abroad, amount- 
ing to 43,09S/. 1s. 3d. 

~The Earl of Harrowby, Lord President of the Council, 
moved that the Report be received and printed. In the course 
of his address he referred to the South-Sea Islands. “If we 
look.” said he, “to the islands in the Pacific Ocean, the v 
existence of which was unknown till discovered by the naval en- 
terprise of one of our illustrious countrymen ; if we look at the 
state in which they are represented to be, stained by human sa- 
erifices, and involved in the most disgusting licentiousness, and 
now behold them delivered from those practices by the exertions 
of Missionaries carrying the Word of God in their hands; the 
whole state of society in many of them totally changed, and the 
natives, by the consistency of their conduct, reading a lesson of 
practice, as well as of doctrine, to those very Christians who 
first sent to them the glad tidings of the gospel, we may well 
thank God. and take courage. -Again, if we look at the vast 
empire of China, although the impression made there can hither- 
to be but extremely slight, yet it is wonderful that the difficulties 
of the most singular language in the world have been so far mas- 
tered, that a translation of the entire Scriptures has been produ- 
ced, which, sooner or later, under the blessing of that God who 
gave the learning necessary to make that translation, will effect 
its full impression upon the largest mass of human beings known 
to exist under one government on the earth.” 

The motion was seconded by the Ear] of Roden, whose speech 
afforded an exalted degree of pleasure, and particularly the fol- 
lowing passage :— 

“I think I should be guilty of a great derilection of my duty, 
and be justly chargeable with ingratitude, were I not to bring be- 
fore you a simple fact, the truth of which I can avouch, and which 
is connected with the proceedings in which we are engaged. 
It is about—I will not say how many years ago—I knew a 
man who was involved in all the pursuits of folly and dissipation, 
who lived tn the world, and for the world ; whose chief desire was 
to gain the world’s applause, and who looked only to that which 
was calculated to give him pleasure here below: I knew this 
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person engaged in the pursuits of the day—walking through 
the streets of Dublin, on the anniversary of a Bible Society: he 
was led, by what he then thought idle curiosity, to enter the room 
where that meeting was held; ashamed of being seen in snch 
society, ashamed of being engaged in such a work as was then 
going on, he looked for the most secret part of the room in which 
to take up his station; and there he heard opinions delivered, 
there he heard sentiments declared, which, indeed, were altogether 
strange to him ; and he was led to argue thus with himself: ‘ If 
these opinions be true, then | am wrong ; if these sentiments are 
founded on the Scriptures, which I profess to believe, then I am 
in error.” He determined no longer to build his faith on the 
hearsay of others, but to read for himself, and see whether these 
things were true. A good man, who had addressed the assem- 
bly, stated that all hearing and reading would be in vain, except 
the spirit of God brought home to the heart that which was 
heard and read. This good man also told them that God 
would give his Holy Spirit to all who ask Him. The indi- 
vidual to whom I have alluded went home from the meet- 
ing deeply affected; and whether that night or the next morn- 
ing, I know not, poured forth his prayer to Him who is the 
hearer of prayer, to Him who knows the desires of the heart, 
that he would lead him in the right way, and bring him to 
a right understanding of the Scriptures of truth. I need 
hardly tell your Lordship, and this meeting, what was the result 
of an application like this; and I need not, and I could not 
tell your Lordship, and this meeting, what was his astonish- 
ment, when in the perusal of the sacred volume, he found 
what he never knew before, that he was a sinful creature 
in the sight of his Maker and his God. [t would be impos- 
sible for me to tell you, on the other hand, what-was_ his 
joy and what was his peace, when the Word he read there 
was brought home to his heart—that God was, in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them. This man to whom I have alluded I then knew, 
and I know him now; he has. since experienced a very large 
portion of those trials, and of those calamities which are com- 
mon to men—he has experienced some, my Lord, calculated to 
make flesh and blood to wince; but in that blessed book, 
which it is the object of this Society to circulate, he has found 
a hiding place from the storm, he has found a covert from the 
wind, and he has found one who has borne his iniquities, and car- 
ried his sorrows. That individual to whom I have alluded is 
now permitted to have the great privilege of testifying to this as- 
sembly the obligations he is under to anniversary meetings of 
the Bible Society.” 





= _ 
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In the course of the proceedings, the Rev. Dr. Morrison, 
from China, presented a copy of the entire Bible in Chinese, 
the resalt of his labours, carried on at Canton, during a 
riod of seventeen years, with the assistance of the late Rev. Dr. 
Milne, at Malacca. 

The sight of this important version, in a language spoken by 
upwards of two hundred millions of people, (a copy of which 
has been most graciously accepted by his majes' , was hail- 
ed with demonstrations of the most lively satisfaction by the 
members and friends of the society present. : 


=——_——_—_ 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The 25th Anniversary was held at the City of London Ta- 
vern, Bishopsgate-street, on Friday morning, May 14th. The 
members and friends of the Society met at six o’clock, to break- 
fast, as usual, Notwithstanding the wetness of the morning, the 
meeting was well attended. 

The number of tracts issued during the year ending March 
31, 1824, amounted to T'en millions, Twelve thousand and six- 
ty, being 4,301,760 more than the year preceding. Those print- 
ed in foreign countries, at the expense of the Society, are not 
ineluded in this enumeration. 

The whole amount received during the past year, from sub- 
scriptions, donations, and contributions from individuals and 
auxiliaries, has been applied to the foreign grants and gratuitous 
issues of tracts at home and abroad, with the expenses attending 
that branch of the operations of the Society ; but the commit- 
tee are unable to meet the numerous applications to them for as- 
sistance. 

The Rev. Dr. Morrison, from China, made the following ab- 
servations :— 

“ Having spent nearly 23 years abroad, in some of my opin- 
ions, perhaps, I may rather differ from others ; but I feel deeply 
interested in promoting the knowledge of our blessed Saviour in 
the world, and would briefly mention some of these opinions 
which bear upon the interest of this Society. The sacred vo- 
lume, I say it with reverence, is a volume of tracts; here is 
a precedent for your labours. We are told, ‘ Go, and preach the 
gospel to every creature ;’ surely it means, Go, and publish the 

of salvation in any way you can; convey it to the hu- 
man mind by those means which God has put in your power. J 


take the sense of the passage to be, ‘Go, and publish the com- 

mand; for my brethren, you mistake, if you think it only means 

Go, and talk ; Go, and preach. We cannot, in China, do-so. _ 
“ Again; do any say, ‘if people cannot read, what use is 
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writing ?? I would reply: For ignorant children, let us have 
School societies; for those adults who cannot read, let there 
be Societies to teach them; but in China, and Japan, and Cochin 
China, and the Islands of those seas, all the people can read, and 
are eager for knowledge, ‘ there let millions of Tracts be publish- 
ed.’ 1 am deeply interested in the welfare of this Society, be- 
cause its efforts apply to China, and have been extended to that 
country. ‘The means for publishing the Gospel in that part of 
the world, are, at present very few; but the scriptures are 
now translated, and passages of the Bible are printed as Tracts, 
and the people receive them with great avidity.” 


REVIVALS. 


Extract of a letter to a gentleman in this City, dated 
Spring Hint, Chatham co. (N. C.) August 5. 
Dear Broruer, 


On Sunday the 25th ult. Elder Harman preached at Tick 
Creek, to a large and serious audience. After preaching, he in- 
quired for distressed mourners, who were seeking the Lord sor- 
rowing ; when several young persons rose from their seats, and 
dropped upon their knees, by the side of the pulpit. In that 
humble position, in the presence of God, and before a large and 
fashionable assemblage of people, they implored God to have 
mercy on them, and asked an interest in the prayers of his peo- 
ple. The venerable old servant’s heart seemed to be lifted up 
at so pleasing an indication of the pungent conviction of Gad’s 
Holy Spirit. ‘To see the separation of the mourners, and the 
rest of the congregation, could not fail to remind us of that great 
approaching day, when the sheep shall be separated from the 
ave. On Sunday, one was baptized at Tick Creek ; on Sun- 

ay following, four, at Love’s Creek ; and four or five more were 
received, but are not yet baptized. The work is still advancing. 
Elder Farthing informs me, that he never witnessed so great a 
revival as that at Friendship, in Moore county. The other day 
he baptized 11, and expects ina short time to baptize more. It 
is but a short time since he paid them his first visit. It appears 
that the Spirit of the Lord is with him, wherever he goes. O 
for more such labourers in the ripening harvest. What shall 
we render to the Lord for his goodness to us. Not less than 
2,500 members have been added to the Baptist churches, in the 
middle section of this state, since the late revival commenced. 
Ever yours, Nat. G. Smeru. 


ae 


Extract of a letter to a friend in Washington City, dated | 


Morpineror, (Va.) August 13. 


Dear Brotuen, 
By request of a friend I inform you of the most extensive 
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revival [ have ever witnessed, in the county of Middlesex, Vir- 
gine, Elders Phil. T. Montague, and Richard Claybrook, are 
the instruments in this work. ‘The first is pastor of Glebeland- 
ing church; the other at Hermitage. The sacred work embra- 
ces both these congregations, and they labour together as in the 
same yoke. It commenced in the spring, say March or April, 
and has progressed until there is scarcely any more room ‘in 
these churches. ‘There are but few of the people but are either 
baptized or apparently on the way. It has also extended to 
other neighbouring churches. Elder Todd’s congregation, in 
King and Queen county, adjoining the above, bas partaken of 
the heavenly shower, and will probably hereafter share more 
largely. Exol also, a neighbouring church, has made some 
happy beginnings, and it is hoped, by some of us, that it may 
spread a little higher and lower down. Time is wanting to de- 
scend to particulars. I will give you a statement of several of 
the ip tee The two, near Owen’s Hill, were in the large 
river Rappahannock, where it is about four miles wide. The 
scene was grand beyond description. It was thought by many 
that there was 4 or 5000 people. Most of the persons baptized were 
young, and their blooming appearance, when marching into the 
water, hand in hand, singing and rejoicing, added much to the 
interest of the scene. Here is a list of the times, places, and 


numbers baptized. 

At or near Owen's Hill, 2d Sunday in June 67 
At the Exol, (K’g and Q’n ae 3d Sunday do. 12 
At Waus, (do.) 3d Sunday in July, R II 
At Exol, 3d Saturday, do. 15 
At Owen’s Hill, 4th Sunday, do. 91 


If any thing further worthy of publication should occur, I will 
furnish information. 





Yours, &c. R. B. Sempre. 
oh Extract of a letter to a friend in irae pe City, dated as 
i. eRarY, (NV. Y.) August 16. 


Dear Brotuer,—In the town and vicinity of Lyden, Lewis 
county, 106 have been added to the church by baptism. Turin 
shares abundantly in the good work. The Lord is doing won- 
ders in Lowville and Denmark. There the work is rapidly pro- 
gressive. The town of Leray, Jefferson county, has shared, and 
still-participates, in the tide of blessing. Several other places 
begin to excite attention as favoured places, where the Lord is 
beginning to work.—Not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name, be 
the glory. O that menwould praise the Lord for his goodness 
and wonderful works to the children of men. 

Yours, in the kingdom and patience of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Maxtiy E. Coo. 


otumbian Star 
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' “The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
) 
1 
f USEFULNESS OF SEAMEN TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL. 
: In our last number, seamen were styled the swift messengers, 
y and how truly are they so? Mr. Smith’s remarks most stri- 
= kingly exemplify its just application. How would the Chris- 
of tian world stand still, did they not fly from clime to clime? 
. And how, as they go from port to port, they may not only carry 
“the leaves that are for the healing of the nations,” but excite 
y 5 ’ 
re the wandering, soul-sick tribes to take, and taste their healing 
he balm, is most interestingly shown by the following, taken from 
f one of the reports of the Liverpool Bethel Union’s Committee. 
“ A religious seaman from this port, who was a constant at- 
3 tendant at the meetings under the Bethel flag, and whose voice 
was often heard in prayer for the salvation of his brother sai- 
12 pray : 
1 lors, left England on a voyage to St. Lucia. Having arrived 
15 safe, and feeling grateful to God for His providential protection, 
91 the first Sabbath after his arrival he went on shore (the vessel 
“ill lying at some distance, at anchor) to look for some house for 
the worship of God—but, alas, there was none. He entered upon 
an inquiry with those he met, (some of whom were taking their 
yams and fruit to market for sale—others in pursuit of some gain 
~ or pleasure,) if there were any religious people in the town. 
6. At this question, so foreign to what they had been accustom- 
wis ed to hear, particularly from British sailors, some smiled, while 
irin others answered, with the utmost unconcern, ‘No!’ After a 
on- search of upwards of an hour, a native of respectable appear- 
or O- ance hearing the inquiry, entered into conversation with the 
and sailor, and drew a lamentable picture of the inhabitants, and of 
aces their total neglect of religion—even in its forms and ceremonies ; 
d is in short, he said a perfect inattention showed itself to the solem- 
», be nities of the Christian Sabbath. He also stated, that he knew 
ness of none in the whole island to whom he could direct him, who 
would answer the character he was in search of. There was 
ist, one man, (he said on further recollection,) a soldier in the gar- 
K. rison, who made some profession of religion on his first arrival 


at the island, about two years before, but he supposed, that meet- 
C. Heratp, No. 256. 64 
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ing with ridicule from his comrades, and ensnared by the exam- 
ple of the inhabitants, he had thrown away his profession, and, 
from what he could learn, was like the rest of the inhabitants, 
and could indulge in the same vices. However, he gave the 
sailor directions to the garrison, where the soldier could be 
found, as the most likely individual to meet his wishes. With 
this faint ray of hope, he tuiled up the steep hill upon which the 
garrison was erected, and found outhis man, who was at that time 
on duty. The sailor informed him of the purport of his visit: 
as soon as the poor soldier could recover from. his surprise, he an- 
swered to the following effect :—*‘ Ah! my friend, you bring my 
sins to my remembrance—when in England, I was a member 
of a Christian church, among the people called Methodists, but 
when our regiment was sent to this island, I felt myself as it were 
banished from God and His people. Notwithstanding, I was 
determined to walk, by the grace of God, before the inhabitants 
of this irreligious place in all things becoming a professor of the 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ : but, alas! the example of others, 
and jeer of my comrades, made me neglect my closet; I became 
an easy sacrifice to the service of this world, and fell into the 
snares of the wicked one; and now I fear the mercy of the Lord 
is clean gone for ever. (Tears fell from his eyes when he made this 
remark.) You are, he continued, the only person, for these two 
years past, who has addressed me on the subject of religion: but 
what would you have me to do?” ‘The sailor, after a word of 
consolation to encourage his hopes in the mercy of God, opened 
to him his plan, which was, that as he was acquainted with the in- 
habitants, and the most likely person to suit for such purpose, he 
should accompany him into town, and make interest with some 
one to get the use of aroom, and endeavour to collect a few of 
the inhabitants together and hold a ‘akg te meeting. ‘This wag 
agreed upon; and another soldier, who had sometimes engaged 
in conversation with his comrade upon religious subjects, was 
pointed out as an assistant in this new work. This person was 
waited upon, and after a little hesitation, he agreed to accom- 
pany them. A room was obtained ; the neighbours were invit- 
ed; and the room was well filled at the time announced. The 
sailor read a chapter in the Bible, and made a few remarks, 
and then concluded by prayer.—This religious exercise, so novel 
in the island of St. Lucia, was not only received with the strong- 
est marks of approbation, but the meetings announced for the 
following Sabbath were gladly anticipated. On the following 
Sabbath, the soldiers above referred to, in the most humble and 
devout manner, sought, by prayers at the throne of grace, for 
mercy and forgiveness, and their prayers had a visible effect upon 
the audience. These sacred services were continued during the 
time the sailor remained at the island, and when he left it, the 
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soldiers, with several of the inhabitants, formed themselves into 
a kind of church fellowship. A room wastaken, exclusively for 
reading the Scriptures, prayer, and building each other up in the 
faith of the gospel. The sailor was in possession of a Bible, and 
a small parcel of Tracts, which he deposited with them. The 
Tracts were circulated from house to house, and read with inte- 
rest. From this statement we learn the good effects of Bethel 
Institutions: the seed of a protestant church has been sown at 
this island, where previous to the visit of this British sailor, the 
inhabitants were living like those of old, whenthere was no King 
in Israel, “‘ Every one did that which was right in his own eyes.” 


Extract of a Letter from a Captain at a Foreign Port, to one of 
the Members of the Bethel Companies. 

Dear Str:—I shall give a short account of my weak endea- 
vours under the Flag which I have the honour to carry, and 
describe the apparent effect produced. 

During our passage out, every Sabbath morning we hoisted the 
Bethel flag, and worshipped God under it. The first Sabbath 
after our arrival at our destined port, we had the happiness to 
display this standard of peace before a gazing multitude ; but it 
had no other effect than that of creating inquiry what this strange 
colour meant. In the course of the following week, I took every 
opportunity to explain; and my crew being, or the most part, 
zealous for the good of their brother seamen and the glory of 
God, made it a pleasure when on shore to persuade seamen to 
come and see. 

The second Sabbath I sent my boat on shore, to press all that 
could be found. They met the seamen in filthy drinking-houses 
—English, American, Swedish, and French: some had not 
cleaned themselves, and one in particular said if he went he had 
no money ; but being told that salvation was to be had without 
money and without price, he came on board with ten others, 
poor wanderers from the paths of peace. They behaved them- 
selves remarkably well, and appeared to drink in every word, 
while [ read to them a sermon from these words, ‘‘ We must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” I observed the 
tears running down the cheeks of an old weather-beaten tar. 

After Sermon, I gave each of them a tract, for which they 
were very thankful, and inquired, “shall we come in the 
afternoon?” I answered, “ yes;” and they were pleased. In 
the afternoon my boat brought twelve on board, who manf} 
fested a still greater desire to hear the word, and wished to come 
again at night, but the distancefrom the shore being great, and 
the night dark, I declined sending for them, but requested them 
to keep the word they had heard in remembrance. They were 


ny shore, I trust, with good desires for the salvation of their 
souls, 
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The third Sabbath I had two merchants on board, and found 
also a helpmate in the captain of an American vessel, who vo- 
Junteered his services to press with his boat. We had aboutthir- 
ty people in the cabin, and truly I found my strength proportion- 
ed to the occasion, having as much liberty, as when I epee to my 
own crew. It is worth noting, that on this day an Englishman, 
who the Sabbath before jeered those who were coming on board, 
and asked if they were afraid of going to hell before their time, 
now formed one of the party, both in the morning and afternoon 
service, and on his going on shore earnestly wished for man 
similar opportunities. On one occasion, a Spanish Bible was re- 
quested for a black servant in the house of a Commission Mer- 
chant: agreeably to this request, the Bible was brought on shore, 
and, laid on the desk in the office. A Spanish merchant was 
waiting in the office, and, to beguile the time, opened the 
book and read. He was solicitous to purchase one for his own 
use.—Upon inquiring the price, and being told it was three dol- 
lars, he made an offer of two; the book was sold to him. He 
then inquired of the priest if it was lawful for him to read it, who 
(to his honour) said “ by all means—’tis a good book.” Seeing 
this gentleman the following day, I asked him how he liked the 
book; he answered, he would not take a doubloon for his 
bargain, for he had bought the best book in the world for two 
dollars. 

A pleasing circumstance occurred while at this place (Monte- 
vido.) I state the fact; you may make your own comments 
upon it. At a quarterly examination of the scholars at a free 
school, established upon the Lancasterian system, I was present. 
The vicar, being the patron, presided. There had been provi- 
ded and sent to the school, about fifteen Bibles and Testaments, 
with a variety of glittering toys, to be distributed as rewards. 
The child who had made the greatest progress was to have the 
first choice, and so on with the second, third, &c. Under this 
arrangement, the books were all secured first, and the toys left, 
to the great astonishment of the spectators: 

I remain yours, &c. 





SAILORS. 

Benjamin Williamson was born ata small village in Norway. 
His parents died when he was only three years old. He was 
brought up by charity; and when of a proper age, employed by 
a farmer. When grown up nearly to manhood, he came to Eng- 
land; and from hence he sailed to the East Indies ; where he was 
pressed on board the Amphion Frigate. He served seventeen 
years in the English Navy ; was in many engagements, ia all of 
which God preserved his life. He lived, like too many sailors, 
in the practice of sin and neglect of Christian duty for seven- 
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teen years. He seldom heard the name of God, except in pro- 
fane swearing or blasphemy. On account of his hard and nl 

gerous services, he was provided with a good pension by go- 

vernment ; which, with his little earnings, gave him every earthly 

comfort. Yet he seldom thought of God; and lived without 

prayer and religion. 

It happened, however, that an old pious sailor invited him to 
attend the means of grace on board one of the floating chapels, 
which are now opened in many of oursea-ports, and are doing 
great good. He began to be a very constant and attentive 
hearer. A minister who observed his attention, gives the fol- 
lowing account ofhim: “I visited him, and found him ignorant, 
but teachable. He had no book, and had nearly forgot how to 
read. I gave him, by his own desire, a Testament and Com- 
mon Prayer Book. He took great pains, and was soon able to 
get on very well: and I was fully convinced, that he read his 
books from asense of need. In my visits to him before his sick- 
ness, it was evident that he was bringing forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance. The Testament was his companion ; and christian 
conversation his delight. And after reading the Psalms, he 
would say to me, ‘ Sir, what a nice Psalm thisis!’ then he would 
name a second, or third, with the same remark: and on look- 
ing at the Psalms, I have found them to be the sinner’s Lamen- 
tation, Confession, Prayer, &c. ‘These seemed to be the lan- 
gage of his soul. 

“ About six months since, as poor Benjamin began to grow 
ill, he was sent to a hospital. He obtained some relief, and re- 
turned home. He soon, however, had a relapse, and was ever 
after chiefly confined to his house. I was greatly pleased to 
find him mostly reading his Bible whenI called. There was every 

roof that God’s Spirit was working powerfully upon his mind. 

e used to sigh and pray for forgiveness under a sense of his 
sins; which he lamented with weeping eyes and aching heart. 

“Poor Benjamin could now.no longer join in public service. 
His tall and once stout body was laid helpless on his bed; and 
the visits of pious friends were very dearto him. As his end 
drew nigh, his peace and comfort seemed to abound. He saw 
and felt his sins: his language was, ‘ God be merciful to me a 
sinner !’"—When I used to say to him, ‘ Well, Benjamin, how are 
you He never complained, but would reply, ‘Ob, I am pret- 
ty well, only weak !’—‘ How do you feel your mind ?’—‘ Oh, I 
know I am a miserable sinner ; but 1 hope God will pardon me: 
for Christ’s sake I hope he won’t cast me off.’ Then he would 
weep. Owing to his illness he was deaf for some time: and 
when his wife and I were conversing, he was afraid she was 
complaining to me of their poverty ; and with great feeling and 


earnestness he cried out, ‘don’t complain my dear, I don’t want 
any thing.’ 
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“Seldom did I visit him, but he spoke of the mercy of God 
in sparing him in so many engagements; when so many hun- 
dreds were cut off on board the ships he sailed in ; adding, ‘if ] 
had been shot then, I must have been sent to hell.’ He felt and 
knew, that dying in the defence of our country is no passpurt to 
heaven: and to die on a bed surrounded by christian friends 
and a kind wife, was a blessing of which he could never speak in 
terms strong enough. , 

“‘ Whenever he saw me, his sunken eye would shine with plea- 
sure ; and with both hands extended, he would catch hold of 
mine, and exclaim, ‘O my blessed minister, you first taught me 
the way to God !"—‘ Praise God and not man,’ was my reply, 
‘Ido, I do; but, I love you.’ He assured us he was not afraid 
of death, because he trusted in a merciful God, and in his dear 
Saviour Jesus Christ. The night before he died, he sent for the 
old sailor who first took him by the hand; and told him how 
happy he was, and took leave of him. ‘He died on the 15th of 
last March, leaving a good hope behind him, that he has enter- 
ed into rest. 

“How different the taste of an aged sailor I was called to 
visit soon after Benjamin’s death ! The following conversation 
took place between us : ‘ you are very ill.’—‘ Yes, f am.’—‘ Per. 
9 you will die.’—‘ Yes, perhaps I shall ; but I will live as long 
as I can.’—‘ Why, thatis very natural. But do you know how 
we must prepare for death ?’—‘ No, | don’t know, I am no seho- 
lar.’ I read to him the third chapter of St. John’s Gospel ; and 
then asked him if he knew what the new birth was. ‘ No, (he 
replied,) I suppose I cannot become a child again?’ ‘ No, (Ire 
marked,) but the change which ‘you must undergo before you are 
fit for heaven, must be as great in a spiritual sense, as though 
from an old man, you were to become a little child. God must 
be sought for it: and sought aright, you will have it. 

I prayed with him, promised to call again, but the next day 
he died. He bad been in the service of his country all his days; 
but it is feared had thought little about his soul. 

May this last picture of the awful state of a soul dead in tres 
passes and sins, lead us to pity and to pray for those around 0 
who are in the same condition ; and may the history of Benjamin 
Williamson encourage us to hope for mercy, even for those who 
seem to be most out of the way !” 


Christians, you pray for the spread of the gospel over the 
world. If it is spread, the sailor must carry it, will you forget his 
soul while you usehis hands? He has been too long forgotten, and 
is now too little regarded, and this too, when he can so usefully 
aid the mighty work. 












. tres- 
nd us 
jamin 
e who 


or the 
ret his 


p, and 


sefully 







































1 824. | Buble, Soctety. Sil 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE SOCIETY.—London. 


The forty-fourth anniversary of this Society was held at the Ar- 
gyll rooms, Regent street, on Tuesday, May 11, 1824, the Earl 
of Rowden in the chair. After the Annual Report was read, 
stating the progress and utility of the Society, a series of suit- 
able resolutions was proposed and seconded by the following 
noblemen, officers, and ministers: Adm. Lord Gambier and 
Lord Bexley; Rev. Mr. Cunningham; Major-Gen. Orde, and 
Major Phipps, (Bengal Infantry) ; Rev. J. Liefchild, and others. 

The number of Bibles and Testaments issued ‘during the 
year was stated at upwards of 4,200 copies. 

It was striking to see—says the Friendly Visiter—at the meet- 
ing of this Society, officers of high rank, men whom one would 
have thought the last to have come forward in such a cause, de- 
clare in the most pious, fervent, and eloquent manner, their de- 
sire that all our soldiers and sailors might possess that blessed 
book, which reveals the knowledge of salvation through the Re- 
deemer. Captain Franklin, well-known as an officer in the north- 
ern expedition, spoke of the good effects which he had seen 
amongst his own sailors, produced by the scriptures. 





Merchant Seamen’s Bible Socvety.—The sixth Anniversary was 
held on Friday, 7th of May, at the City of London Tavern ; 
the President, the Rt. Hon. Adm. Viscount Exmouth, G. C. B. 
in the chair. 

After reading the Report, which was full of interesting anec- 
dotes, the receipts of the year (including 195/. for Bibles and 
Testaments sold) amounted to@§3/. 15s. 7d.; and the expendi- 
ture 980/. 1s. 6d. 

The collection was 109]. 12s.3d. ‘The President announced 
a contribution of 100 guineas, in addition to former donations, 
from the Corporation of the Trinity House. 


Navy Chaplains.—The venerable preacher at the Mariner’s 
Church in this city, stated, on the last Sabbath, that several sea- 
men belonging to the North-Carolina, 74, now under sailing 
orders, had expressed an earnest desire to have a pious, devoted 
chaplain to accompany them. The terms “pious,” and “ de- 
voted,” as applied to chaplains, may, to some of our readers, ap- 
pear superfluous, but they will be betier informed when they are 
told, to the shame of our nation, that our navy has long employ- 
ed and does now employ chaplains who are not men of God. 
It isa fact that remonstrances have been made on the subject by 
seamen, who complain, thatin the course of long voyages on 
board of our national ships, they bave never heard from the lips 
of these faithful stewards of God’s mysteries, a single word of re- 
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ligious instruction. Ought this to be? Shall the poor mariner 
who stands in need continually of precept and example from his 
officers to encourage him in duty to his Maker, be deprived of 
both? How is religion scandalized by such conduct? Whata 
fearful reckoning awaits the Christless, careless chaplain, who 
sees the sailor shipwrecked on the rock of unbelief, whena word in 
season from his lips might have been blessed to his deliverance, 
The British are engaged on this subject, and are supplying their 
public vessels with pious chaplains, who care for the souls of 
their men, and the consequences of this course will be seen, we 
trust, in a greatly increased number of godly minded sailors.” 
Phil. Christian Gazette, — 


+ i 


For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 


LINES SUGGESTED WHILE WALKING ON THE SEA-SHORE.. 


When standing on the sea-beat shore, 
I view the boundless main, 

I’m lost in wonder, and adore 
The great Creator’s name. 


What various particles unite 
To form the countless whole, 
Unnumber’d as the stars of night, 
Which spread from pole to pole. 





But what were ocean’s countless gems, 


Or heaven’s unnumber’d sky, 
Though each a milli ars proclaims, 
View’d—with eternity! 


Nor length, nor breadth, nor depth, nor height, 
Can half its scenes explore, 

Nor distant ages in their flight, 
E’er gain its nearest shore. 


Then why, my soul, shall earthly care. 
Disturb thy heaving breast ? 

The; flight of but another year 
May take thee to thy rest. 


Then from each earthly sorrow free ; 
Secure from every wo, 
Throughout this vast eternity, 
Thy grateful heart shall glow. 


Hope then in God—his love adore— 
Press toward thy heavenly home, 

Thank him for all his mercies o’er, 
And trust, for time to come. 
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